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Settingupanewvarsity costlyaffair,

Submit detailed
report on status of
1 new universities:

Minister

\{

BENGALURU, DHNS

etting up of a new public
| Suniversity In the state
seems to be an expensive
' affair as per the report of the
- committee constituted by the
- Karnataka State Higher Edu-
- cation Council.
- The committee’s report has
 estimated requirement of Rs
- 342 crore for the establish-
- mentand functioning ofanew
university for five years,
Asmentioned in the report,
this estimated cost was exclud-
ing the land needed to set up

a varsity. “To establish a new
university at least 100 to 200
acres of land is needed and
apart fromthat for the next five
years, including recurring and
non-recurring expenses, each
university would need approx-
imately Rs 342.65 crore,” the
report stated.

The Rs 342 crore includes
salaries of teaching and
non-teaching staff, setting up
of infrastructure, purchase of
equipment, vehicle, furniture
and other miscellaneous.

However, following the sub-
mission of the report, the state
higher education minister
has asked the additional chief
secretaryofthe departmentto
submita detailed reportonthe
status of seven new universities
-Chamarajanagar, Hassan, Bi-
dar, Kodagu, Koppal, Bagalkot
and Haveri - sanctioned by the
previous BJP government.

Inanoteissued to the secre-

says higher education panel

DR M C SUDHAKAR
Higher education minister

‘ ‘ As men-
tioned
inthe report,
& theexpens-
~. 7 esof one
university would be Rs
342.65 crore for the five

years. Considering this,
a detailed report on the
funds released for the
SeVen new universities
so far, road map for the
development of those
universities should be
submitted

tary, Minister DrM C Sudhakar
said to verify if the seven new
universitiesmet the goal of the
establishment,
“Asmentionedinthereport,
the expenses of one universi

a detailed report on the funds
released for the seven new uni-

versities so far, road map for |

the development of those uni-
versities should be submitted,”
the note by the minister said.

The minister even stated
that the report will be submit-
ted to the chief minister,

However, the sources from
the department told DH that
this exercise was mainly in-
tended to close down the seven
New universities set up by the
BJP government as the state
government i$ running short
of funds.

“It can be recalled that on
several public platforms, min-
ister spoke of financial burden
on the government because of
the new universities started by
the previous government, It is
likelythatthe governmentmay

ty take a decision to close these

would be Rs 342.65 crore for universities,” said a senior offi-

thefiveyears. Considering this,

cial from the department,

- There

Approval sought
tofill 10,000
additional
teacher posts’

HASSAN, DHNS: Primary
and Secondary Education
Minister Madhu Bangarap-
pasaidthereisashortage of
53,000 government teach-
ers in Karnataka, and the
state government has given
approval to recruit 13,000
teachers.

“We have requested
the CM to give approval
for an additional 10,000
posts.”

Speaking to reporters
in the city on Tuesday,
Madhu said, “The de-
partment will take strict
measures on giving per-
mission to private schools.
are already
1,600 private schools that
are in the list for violating
norms in the state, Mea-
sures could not be taken
against them as academic
year had started”,



Now, gender-neutral

guide for IAS trainees

KAVITA BAJELI-DATT @ New Delhi

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ICKET may be a gentleman’s
ame, but an agreement will no long-

be a gentleman’s agreement. From

w, it will be known as an ‘honour-

le agreement’.
#~The Central government has come
out with a new handbook called Gen-
der Inclusive Communication which
sabstitutes any word with ‘man’ in it
80 a gender neutral term. This is be-
fhg done to shatter stereotypes and
create gender-inclusive societal envi-
ronment, Union Minister for Women
and Child Development Smriti Zubin
Irani said on Tuesday.

This gender-neutral lexicon is be-
ing added to the curriculum
of the LLal Bahadur Shastri
Academy where bureau-
crats are to be trained to
tackle gender biases. The
handbook has been
compiled by the Na-
tional Gender and

—

Child Centre, Lal Bahadur Shastri
National Academy of Administra-
tion in partnership with Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation
and UN Women.

“Today, the language of power has
been embellished by empathy and eq-
uity because of this guide,” she said.
Over 80 words, including idioms and
phrases, adjectives, and titles, have
been given a gender-inclusive lexi-
con. The other changes include busi-
nessman as business person, post-
man as postal worker, common man
as common person and actor as per-
former or artist. When the National
Film Awards are announced, will it
be for best actress or best artist?

This gulde Is going to Impact
not only the lives of citizens
and administrators, but also
the future, especlally a future
which Is to be looked upon In
the prism of gender Justice

—Smritl Zubin Iranl, Unlon minister
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Muslim student strength in higher
education fell by 1.79 lakh in 2020-21

A significant trend is that the enrolment percentage of Muslim students in Classes 11 and 12 is lower than that in previous

classes, says a report, adding that it is essential to provide financial assistance and support to students from the community

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

nrolment in higher
E education among

Muslim students in
the age group of 1823
dropped by more than
8.5% in 2020-21, says a re-
port prepared from the
analysis of data from the
Unified District Informa-
tion System for Education
Plus (UDISE+) and the All
India Survey of Higher
Education (AISHE).

While 21 lakh Muslim
students enrolled for high-
er education in 2019-20,
the number fell to 19.21
lakh in 2020-21.

Arun C. Mehta, former
Professor of National Insti-
tute of Educational Plan-
ning and Administration
(NIEPA), prepared the re-
port, “The state of Muslim
education in India™.

“From 17,39,218 Muslim
students enrolled in higher
education in 2016-17, the
number increased to
19,21,713 in 2020-21. Ho-
wever, in 2020-21, the Mus-
lim enrolment in higher
education declined to
19,21.713 students from
21,00,860 students in 2019-
20, thus showing a decline
0f1,79,147 students in abso-
lute terms,” the report

Fewer Muslim students

The share of Muslims among students enrolled in higher education in 2021-22 was the lowest in five
years. The share of both male and female students recorded a five-year low. This was a reversalin a
rising trend recorded between 2016-17 and 201920
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says. The percentage of
Muslim students enrolled
in higher education rela-
tive to the total number of
students enrolled also saw
a slight decrease, falling
from 4.87 in 2016-17 to 4.64
in 2020-21.

The report says that a
significant trend that is ob-
served across all States and
Union Territories is that
the enrolment percentage
of Muslim students in
Classes 11 and 12 is lower
than that in the previous
classes.

The representation of
Muslim students starts de-

clining gradually from
Class 6 and is the lowest in
Classes 11 and 12.

*While Muslims make
up around 14.42% of total
enrolment of 6.67 crore
[students] at the upper
primary level [Class 6-8], it
slightly decreases to 12.62%
at the secondary level
[Class 9-10] and declines to
10.76% at the higher secon-
dary level [Class 11-12],” the
report states.

The States such as Bihar
and Madhya Pradesh have
relatively low Gross Enrol-
ment Ratio for Muslim stu-
dents, which indicates that

many Muslim children in
these States are still out of
the education system.
Identifying and enrolling
out-of-school children in
age-appropriate  classes
should be a priority, the re-
port recommends.

Targeted support
The report says that 18.64%

of Muslim students en-
rolled in the secondary le-
vel drop out of schools,
which is higher than the
12.6% dropout rate for all
students.

Assam  (29.52%) and
West Bengal (23.22%) re-

Assam (29.52%) and
West Bengal (23.22%)
recorded high
dropout rates while
J&K recorded 5.1%
and Kerala 11.91%

corded high dropout rates
among Muslim students,
while Jammu and Kashmir
recorded 5.1% and Kerala
11.91%.

“Implementing targeted
support and inclusive poli-
cies can help bridge this
gap and provide equal edu-
cational opportunities for
all,” the report says.

Many Muslim students
come from low-income fa-
milies and struggle to af-
ford the cost of higher edu-
cation.

“To address this issue, it
is essential to provide fi-
nancial assistance and sup-
port to deserving students
who face financial con-
straints. Enhancing and in-
creasing the number of
scholarships, grants, and
financial aid opportunities
targeted explicitly at Mus-
lim students can signifi-
cantly alleviate the finan-
cial burden and help more
deserving students access
higher education,” the re-
port recommends.
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K’taka govt brings Meta onboard
for digital skilli

Meta to develop WhatsApp
chatbot for IT-BT Ministry

SHAKSHI JAIN
BENGALURU, DHNS

parent, Meta has entered
into a two-year partnership
with the Karnataka govern-
ment fordigital education and
online user safety of students
in the state, the latter saidin a
statement on Tuesday.
“Future technologies like
A_HNR (augmented reality/
virtual reality) and their ap-
plications can open avenues
for Jjob opportunities, new
businesses and entrepreneur-
ship,”state IT and biotechnol-
OgY minister Priyank Kharge
said.
'he state government is
B¢anng wwards launching a
comprehensive blueprint for

Instagram and Facebook

equipping students with dig-
ital skills and enhancing their
employability, he added.

This comes after the min-
ister had talked about the col-
laboration at Meta’s Digital
Suraksha Summit earlier this
month, asserting that the state
government is keen on work-
ing with various stakeholders
and experts to create an en-
abling and inclusive digital
environment.

Under the terms of the
partnership, Meta will jointly
develop a WhatsApp chatbot
for the IT-BT Ministry for de-
livery of information services

across various government
departments. The objective
behind this is to streamline
citizen communication and
create a digital safety chatbot
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for citizen awareness.

The state government, for
the first time in July,2023,
deployed a chatbot to receive
applications from citizens for
its flagship Gruha Lakshmi
scheme.

As partofthecollaboration,
Meta will host awareness ses-
sions in 100 colleges and uni-
versities across Karnataka,
alongside curating content
on digital awareness for the
targetaudience between 18-24
years of age. The social media
giant will also educate and de-
ploymaster trainersacrossthe
100 identified colleges.

“In an age marked by rapid

Officials from Karnataka government and Meta during the signing ceremony on Tuesday.

technological transforma-
tions, itisimperative toengage
with young people to ensure
that they have safer and more
meaningful experiences as
they connect with those most
important to them on our plat-
forms,” Meta Vice President
(India) Sandhya Devanathan
said.

The collaboration will see
Meta train 1lakh teachersand
10 lakh students in digital safe-
ty and AR/VR skills by 2025.
Online and hybrid mode work-
shops will be conducted in En-
glish and Kannada to enhance
teachers’ knowledge and skills
on both fronts.

ng & online safety
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Furthermore, students
and teachers will also take
the Digital Nagrik pledge,asa
reminder and commitment to
creating a safer digital world,
the statement underscored.

Lastly, challenges focused
on digital safety and AR/VR
topics will be designed to test
students’ learning, encour-
aging them to engage and
contribute to the campaign
by promoting and practicing
cyber safety innovatively.

The signing ceremony took
place on Tuesday and further
details will be worked out in
coming days, arepresentative
for Meta India told DH.
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Online job scam: Four
college dropouts held

With their arrest, the police have solved 305 cases across the country

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he northeast divi-
I sion cybercrime
police on Tuesday

unearthed an online job
racket and arrested a gang
of four college dropouts
who were cheating gullible
people with offers of on-
line jobs and high returns
on investments.

With their arrest, the
police have solved 305 cas-
es reported against them
across the country. The
probe revealed that the ac-
cused had so far amassed
340 crore, which was re-
vealed from the transac-
tions in 30 bank accounts
the accused were operat-
ing. At the time of the ar-
rest, the police recovered

At the time of the arrest, the police recovered 60 lakh from

>

different accounts along with four mobile phones and SIM cards.

360 lakh from different ac-
counts along with four mo-
bile phones and SIM cards.

The accused would avail
mule accounts for the frau-
dulent transactions bor-
rowed from gullible people
in return for money on a
monthly basis. They also

roped in a SIM card dealer
who would provide them
hundreds of cards after re-
gistering them with the IDs
of other customers. A team
led by DCP northeast divi-
sion Lakshmiprasad B.M.
and Inspector Mallikarjuna
M. tracked the accused.




Doctor loses 350,000
to cyber fraud

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A 26-year-old doctor of a
private  hospital lost
350,000 after a cyber
fraud hacked into the In-
stagram account of her se-
nior and uploaded a link
on bitcoin trade
investment.

Based on the complaint,
the Ashoknagar police re-
gistered a case under the
IT Act on Monday and are
trying to track down the
accused.

Link about bitcoins

In a complaint, the doctor
said her senior doctor had
uploaded a link about bit-
coin trade, and curious
about the investment, she
followed the link and in-
vested 320,000. Soon af-
ter, she received a message
to invest 330,000 to get
good returns.

She messaged her se-
nior, who asked her to in-
vest as there was no risk in-
volved.

Following the advice,
she invested 330,000
more. When she started
getting messages to invest
350,000 more, she sus-
pected something fishy
and called her senior for
confirmation. To her
shock, she came to know
that the Instagram account
of the senior doctors had
been hacked.

The police said that the
money had been trans-
ferred automatically to
multiple accounts. “We
have blocked some ac-
counts and are trying to
track down the accused,” a
police officer said.

The police advised peo-
ple to confirm multiple
times before responding to
messages they receive
from known sources.
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3 more semiconductor fab units with
$8-$12 bn 1nvestment soon: Vaishnaw

EIIS ECO_I_I_IJHIC BUREAU @ Bengaluru
THE country will get three more
semiconductor chip fabrication
units with the cumulative in-
vestments between $8-12 billion
in next few months, said minis-
ter for electronics and IT Ash-
wini Vaishnaw on Tuesday:.

On the sidelines of semicon-
ductor company AMD'’s launch
of a global design centre in Ben-
galuru, he said talks are on with
Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Gujarat
and Karnataka governments for
setting up units. Vaishnaw said
they could see at least two good
proposals for fabrication and
OSAT (outsourced semiconduc-
tor assembly and test) in the
coming few months.

“This sector, a new industry
for the country, will grow as a
major contributor to the entire
developing manufacturing base
of electronics, telecom and de-
fense electronics,” he added.
Micron’s semiconductor plant

plan, announced in June, be-
gun construction in September
2023, and the pace of develop-
ment has given a massive boost
of confidence in India’s semi-
conductor mission, he said.
The design centre in Ben-
galuru will house about 3,000
engineers, focused on the de-
sign and development of semi-
conductor technology includ-
ing 3D stacking, artificial
intelligence and machine learn-
ing. This campus is part of
AMD’s $400 million investment
in India over next five years.
The centre will serve as a cen-

tre of excellence for the develop-
ment of leadership products
across high-performance CPUs
for the data centre and PCs, gam-
ing GPUs (graphics processing
unit ), and adaptive SoCs (sys-
tem-on-chip) and FPGAs (field-
programmable gate arrays) for
embedded devices, AMD said.

Vaishnaw said, “India’s sem-
iconductor program launched
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi lays
strong emphasis on supporting
the design and talent ecosys-
tem for semiconductors. AMD
setting up its largest design
centre in Bengaluru is a testa-
ment to the confidence global
companies have in India.”

The India Design Centre
started 1n 2004, and currently
25% of AMD'’s global workforce
is located in India and they sup-
port the development of AMD
leadership products for data
centre, gaming, PC and embed-
ded customers.



Digital India bill after 24 polls: Officials

SAREOR RRAT OheDW

THE Digital India bill will not
be presented in the winter ses-
sion of parliament, as per
officials.

According to them, chances
are high that the bill, which

will replace the 23-year-old IT

Act of India, will be introduced
only after the general election
1n 2024. Two top officials of the
Ministry of Electronics and In-
formation Technology attrib-
uted the delay in presenting the
bill in parliament to lack of
proper consultation on it.

The government is of the
view that the bill needs more
deliberation before the draft is

tabled in parliament.

tiuantum computing and many

“This 1s a very important other things. It will also have
bill, and we can't introduce itin  provision to tackle the misuse

parliament until we have a
proper consultation.
Therefore, once we are
satisfied with discus-
sion, the government
will come up with the
final draft and present

it in the parliament,”
said the official.

The DIA is likely to have sev-
eral provisions to deal with
emerging technologies such as
artificial intelligence (Al),

. of Al-driven deepfakes on so-

cial media platforms. It is
believed that with the
Digital India Act, the
government may do
away with the immu-
nity provided to social
media platforms under
Section 79 of the IT Act,
2000. So far, the government al-
ready had pre-draft consulta-
tions on the Bill across cities
such as Mumbai and Bengalu-

This Is Important bill, we can't Introduce Ituntllmhmam
consultation. Once satisfied with discussion, the government will

come up with final draft and present It in parllament —Top govt officlal

ru. “Seeing the current develop-
ment, I doubt it will be present-
ed even in budget session next
year,” said another official.

The Digital India is one of
the most important bills. Ex-
plaining the importance of the
bill, Minister of State IT Rajeev
Chandrasekhar, had earlier
said that India is soon going to
have 1.3 billion people access-
ing the internet and these Dig-
ital Nagriks should approach
the internet without any fear
and mistrust, especially as
many government services also
move to the internet.

“A safe and trusted internet
1s a win-win for all stakehold-
ers,” he had said.
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Two doctors among nine arrested
in sex determination racket

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Investigations into the sex
determination racket bust-
ed by the Baiyappanahalli
police on September 15
have revealed that two
doctors and their seven
hospital staff involved in
the racket had performed
242 sex determination and
abortion of female infants
in the last three months.
Bengaluru Police com-
missioner B. Dayananda
salid the accused doctors,
including a paediatrician,
used to charge between
320,000 to 25,000 for
abortion and %5,000 for

The accused doctors used to
charge between 320,000 to
325,000 for abortion and 25,000
for sex determination.

sex determination.

The accused used to op-
erate from a private hospi-
tal in Mysuru and a jaggery

making unit on the out-
skirts of the Mandya.

The accused, including
two lab technicians, man-
ager of a hospital and a re-
ceptionist, were part of the
racket. The accused have
been taken into custody
and further investigations
are on.

Two of the accused,
working as touts in the
racket, have criminal cases
pending against them. The
police are now tracking
down the women who
have got the abortion done
from the accused and they
will also be booked under
the appropriate sections of
the IPC, he said.
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Chinainfections: Need
for caution, alertness

he spread of an “influenza-type illness” in northern
TChina, mainly among children, since October has
caused concerninother partsofthe world, thoughthe
Chinese healthauthoritieshavesaid thereis nothing toworry
about. The World Health Organisation (WHO) hassaid that
China has not detected any “unusual or novel pathogens™
and thattheincreaseinrespiratoryillnesseswasdue to“mul-
tiple known pathogens”. The WHOhad soughtinformation
on the “clusters of undiagnosed pneumonia in children” in
China.Itnowseemstobeoftheview thattheseincreasesare
“not unexpected, given the lifting of Covid-19 restrictions, as
similarly experienced in other countries,” though some of
themare earlierin the season than historically experienced.
Theconcernrose after China’s National Health Commission
(NHC) reported arisein several respiratory diseases, in par-
ticular influenza, Covid, mycoplasma pneumoniae, which
isa common bacterial infection affecting younger children,
and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV).
The reports from China had sent out red signals all over
the world because of the Covid experience, which turned

out to be the biggest epidemic killer in the last 100 years.
China’slack of transparencyabout

thediseasewasconsideredtobea |
main cause for the spread of the Fudisdaddii st
disease in other countries. Ques- & /1A (£ (L7 &
tions about transparency have U
been raised now also. This time, Eﬂt. ﬂfﬂ g VE
too, China’s heath authorities did | [ [EY% {1/ BEEEE
not report to the WHO about the [ HS R R SEs
surge in the number of pneumo- | bﬁ&lﬁ! info

nia cases. It was through media =—
reports that the WHO became
aware of the new infections. Though China found out that
the riseininfections was caused by known pathogens, ithad
the duty to keep the WHO informed about it.

Some other countries, including the UK and the US, have
also seen similar surgesin flu-likeillnesses after the lifting of
pandemic restrictions. It has been explained that the surge
happened in China because this is the first winter after the
Covid lockdown and immunity may be low because of the
lengthy lockdown. But there is also a view that a clear diag-
nosisis not possible because informationisstill insufficient.
Countries, especially those which were seriously impacted
by Covid, are closely monitoring the situation. The WHO
hasalsosaiditisdoingsoandisinclose contact with national
authorities in China. In India, the central government has
told allstatesand UTstoundertake areview of publichealth
preparedness and follow existing guidelines and protocols
on disease surveillance. Though there is no need for alarm,
there is the need for caution. That is one important lesson
the pandemic has taught all countries.
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@ Shikha Shah

1p for the upcoming wedding
1, ha\ ing bid uileuxn Diwali cel-

have left a dent in your
. but fear not. It's never too late to get
back on track. Here's how

DETOX DIET CHART

* MORNING: One pinch of cinnamon
in warm water, a glass of coconut
water or a glass of green vegetable
juice
* MID-MORNING SNACK: Two fruits
* LUNCH: A bowl of salad with a
bowl of skimmed

yoghurt
* AFTERNOON
SNACK: One fruit

‘DRINK LOTS OF FLUIDS, EAT FRUITS’

- Start by drinking warm l1me water with honey
every morning

- Drink lots of green tea that contains powerful
antioxidants

- Drink plenty of water

-Eat a lot of alkaline-rich fruits like ap-
ple, banana, lemon and watermelon.
Cut back un refined sugar
— Inputs by Pooja Makhija, nutritionist

HOW T0 OVERCOME
FEELING SLUGGISH

« Slay hydrated

= Gy low on salt

« Eat yoghurt. It recuces bloating

« Sieep 1o give your body enough rest

Cut down on refined
sugar and salt, stay
hydrated, suggest
éxperts

‘THE BEST WAY T0
EASE BACK INTO YOUR
EXERCISE ROUTINE IS
BY STARTING SLOWLY'
Fitness expert Drishiil
Chhabrta says, “The best
WV 0 edse back inte your
UXCECISE POUTe Ls By start
ing slowly Remembor that
even a few workouts
throughout the \\uk are
better than none.
@ und do your bes
setting realistic i'\lllli

Focus on ‘maintenance’
SOHEDULE ‘ . rather reating]
QE,SEII!R.I.!%S,:}EER the link between sieep deprivation and an it ed risk of chron ;"X‘L':t_"‘.”(“’:_“h"\“I:]“_ ;;::;:
ic hiL.:l” issues such as high blood pr td festive sr.: fat’ dslne ﬂnfln.nu- |
son, prioritise going 1o bed at least ha ux!mm earlier thy ‘n'mml 1f £ aslecp \»\m: especially if sticking [L;
lenging, consider reading a book or listening to soft iusic at bes dtime.” cays wellness ex

vour regular fitness routine |

pert Manoy Kutter) is impossible.”
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Booking Holdings to invest $250 million in B'luru centre of excellence

US-based travel technologycom-
pany Booking Holdings will in-
augurateits second centre of ex-
cellence worldwide and the first
oneinIndia, at Bengaluru’'sRMZ
Ecoworld 30, on Wednesday.
Interestingly, this formal
opening is almost a year and
half since the centre actually
began operations. Having first
opened in July last year, out of a
co-working space, the unit pres-
entlyemploys 320 people,which
is proposed to be ramped up to
1,000 by 2026.

The company, whichis parent
to travel aggregators like Book-

within the Booking Holdings
umbrella. The centre will also

ing.com and Agoda, is looking support projects based upon

to invest $250 mil-

lion in building its Booking.com

emerging technol-
ogies to make the

innovation capabil- experience more
ities in the country Q 9 O d Q  seamlessforourcus-
between 2022and @ @@ @  tomersandpartners.
2026, funding work- The idea is also that
forceandworkspace expansion with this initiative, it will help
and emerging technology. the company to accelerate its

“The CoE will provide access  mission and objective of growth
to specialised and highly skilled forthe future oftravel,”Randhir
talent, bothfunctionalandtech- Bindra, CoE lead and general

nical, to support all the brands

manager for Booking Holdings

India, told DH. The company
is leveraging its CoE in India to
build out operations like finan-
cialand mobile technology forits
various brands, along with data
analytics and engineering, and
cybersecurity. Among its plans
to scale up next year is building
teams for fraud detection and
customer relationship man-
agement. Scaling up would also
meanalotofleadership roleswill
emerge from the country, espe-
cially in areas like engineering,
research and development,

along with functional roles like
finance and human resources.

“One of the beauties of being
in Bengaluru is the city’s local
tech ecosystem. We are already
leveraging local partners who
are also our global partners in
many areas, including finance,
tax, and talent acquisition.
Another aspect of selecting
Bengaluru as a location for our
centre, is that it attracts talent
from other cities, which makes
up for 25% of our workforce
here,” Bindra said.



Adani stocks
add $15 billion
on Tuesday

BLOOMBERG: Shares of
Adani Group companies
rallied, with the flagship
Adani Enterprises Ltd
surging 13%, after India’s
Supreme Court on Friday
concluded hearing the ar-
guments in a case relating
to an investigation into the
plunge in the conglomer-
ate’s stocks earlier this year.
The jump added more
than $15 billion to the ports-
to-power conglomerate’s
marketvalue, the mostsince
Hindenburg Researchinits
January 24 report alleged
wide-ranging corporate
malfeasance againstbillion-
aire Gautam Adani’s group.
India markets were shuton
Monday for a holiday.
India’s top courtreserved
its judgment on the mat-
ter related to the market
regulator’s probe into the
Adani-Hindenburg case.
During the court argu-
ments earlier on Friday, the
Securities and Exchange
Board of Indiatold the court
thatitwon't seek additiona]
time to complete the prope

into allegations agaj
Adani Group “ Sainst the




Chinainfections: Need
for caution, alertness

he spread of an “influenza-type illness” in northern
TChina, mainly among children, since October has
caused concerninother partsofthe world, thoughthe
Chinese healthauthoritieshavesaid thereis nothing toworry
about. The World Health Organisation (WHO) hassaid that
China has not detected any “unusual or novel pathogens™
and thattheincreaseinrespiratoryillnesseswasdue to“mul-
tiple known pathogens”. The WHOhad soughtinformation
on the “clusters of undiagnosed pneumonia in children” in
China.Itnowseemstobeoftheview thattheseincreasesare
“not unexpected, given the lifting of Covid-19 restrictions, as
similarly experienced in other countries,” though some of
themare earlierin the season than historically experienced.
Theconcernrose after China’s National Health Commission
(NHC) reported arisein several respiratory diseases, in par-
ticular influenza, Covid, mycoplasma pneumoniae, which
isa common bacterial infection affecting younger children,
and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV).
The reports from China had sent out red signals all over
the world because of the Covid experience, which turned

out to be the biggest epidemic killer in the last 100 years.
China’slack of transparencyabout

thediseasewasconsideredtobea |
main cause for the spread of the Fudisdaddii st
disease in other countries. Ques- & /1A (£ (L7 &
tions about transparency have U
been raised now also. This time, Eﬂt. ﬂfﬂ g VE
too, China’s heath authorities did | [ [EY% {1/ BEEEE
not report to the WHO about the [ HS R R SEs
surge in the number of pneumo- | bﬁ&lﬁ! info

nia cases. It was through media =—
reports that the WHO became
aware of the new infections. Though China found out that
the riseininfections was caused by known pathogens, ithad
the duty to keep the WHO informed about it.

Some other countries, including the UK and the US, have
also seen similar surgesin flu-likeillnesses after the lifting of
pandemic restrictions. It has been explained that the surge
happened in China because this is the first winter after the
Covid lockdown and immunity may be low because of the
lengthy lockdown. But there is also a view that a clear diag-
nosisis not possible because informationisstill insufficient.
Countries, especially those which were seriously impacted
by Covid, are closely monitoring the situation. The WHO
hasalsosaiditisdoingsoandisinclose contact with national
authorities in China. In India, the central government has
told allstatesand UTstoundertake areview of publichealth
preparedness and follow existing guidelines and protocols
on disease surveillance. Though there is no need for alarm,
there is the need for caution. That is one important lesson
the pandemic has taught all countries.
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3 more semiconductor fab units with
$8-$12 bn 1nvestment soon: Vaishnaw

EIIS ECO_I_I_IJHIC BUREAU @ Bengaluru
THE country will get three more
semiconductor chip fabrication
units with the cumulative in-
vestments between $8-12 billion
in next few months, said minis-
ter for electronics and IT Ash-
wini Vaishnaw on Tuesday:.

On the sidelines of semicon-
ductor company AMD'’s launch
of a global design centre in Ben-
galuru, he said talks are on with
Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Gujarat
and Karnataka governments for
setting up units. Vaishnaw said
they could see at least two good
proposals for fabrication and
OSAT (outsourced semiconduc-
tor assembly and test) in the
coming few months.

“This sector, a new industry
for the country, will grow as a
major contributor to the entire
developing manufacturing base
of electronics, telecom and de-
fense electronics,” he added.
Micron’s semiconductor plant

plan, announced in June, be-
gun construction in September
2023, and the pace of develop-
ment has given a massive boost
of confidence in India’s semi-
conductor mission, he said.
The design centre in Ben-
galuru will house about 3,000
engineers, focused on the de-
sign and development of semi-
conductor technology includ-
ing 3D stacking, artificial
intelligence and machine learn-
ing. This campus is part of
AMD’s $400 million investment
in India over next five years.
The centre will serve as a cen-

tre of excellence for the develop-
ment of leadership products
across high-performance CPUs
for the data centre and PCs, gam-
ing GPUs (graphics processing
unit ), and adaptive SoCs (sys-
tem-on-chip) and FPGAs (field-
programmable gate arrays) for
embedded devices, AMD said.

Vaishnaw said, “India’s sem-
iconductor program launched
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi lays
strong emphasis on supporting
the design and talent ecosys-
tem for semiconductors. AMD
setting up its largest design
centre in Bengaluru is a testa-
ment to the confidence global
companies have in India.”

The India Design Centre
started 1n 2004, and currently
25% of AMD'’s global workforce
is located in India and they sup-
port the development of AMD
leadership products for data
centre, gaming, PC and embed-
ded customers.



QLT TIOCY 5 WOTYTTNR TR 00!

0d0BRETT B B3 Besre), 0391 B3R 89% 3,333 | 30d kol Tr0sde BFEH
SBBT, FIRED RR0wok3 BRRS F0or L83 93N ZSHVR ASe3T B8 580 3,373, Z0T0

* BAF wribest
o 9338 BNA 3 cE®
6@::&35:@_’ WD, Dk
w%gm RN T ﬁq‘ e}
gdZen  wHeomatd mmdmﬁ
m&a'* o3 rogisse redon Mfﬂ‘ Segs
TN P ENc wugen ﬁ'! = gdEen
wu} wed MMOJT‘N
ﬁ.a».»ua font-imniatlelyieicta ¥ erm)
8000 &0 ho2 Snd aohe & nl\wu
dedd  meinish Ll :bé?ri
‘*mwﬁ ?‘Gs@mﬁ m-}Ju
?:;JEM Mc.gme & 1P mc..o‘ig‘
s.brtn.ﬁ goxderdeny ow 8
Desoy ALET Heord ERo03.
toerRn B dox:dqcm wiedd eded
Tegny g ““"cd)Q Eoey
TRT, *Tﬁm'jr fijlessvcrls
”wﬁd:@cb de xc@o & oo
L Tlenebin w030 ::“Jc..oQ 8 §
jouDud}addr* moudesy. woid,
ok Sz’éu Bah d)‘d?cﬁdra -]
mPchg, wIE =WRg madcja-
L Llon b in
;i.ﬁé@ﬂ iaid gz ad IRG0:
=E) APonTionsl. i F(\zb..u
ﬁuﬁ Tosweds =an J o,-w‘JCL\.-P
2w . AT éﬂukvﬁw

ZRR St wohEntn ‘oL Wy
drod’ eRB Tt B vohE
my s m&mm@d
&JU\.L% w0030, 70 mﬁ
dordetl =2 =R
©Eos: :335. esy
et pon)lnf L enkh Tatblol: 8
m&on oot Eeeh
Sped, onE (wdedn
08) =t sl e
wesh3s. wc;amsactﬁdaws
medd —\553&"“!""& : umravéci E-ontti
Zdneh 8rE ke 58 D ﬁ:.é =
FORRTOT BRI,

U AEaE YNt TR
AR IEFUS  iRERnedcin
sewr 980 WREOCIRTIN0E wgen
g IR r;eal"‘ &, 3ERE.
mmmmsmm,asm W,
wngmd cingde SN0 AmET
Oez u:bﬁ e:*ac:u‘#:f_gt #00den eEs
SRaiemys. mnemon
mcsshdimRongsdomSsam
%‘a w?BECI’ meaﬁﬁ*ﬁm SM
31)"3”\.9»-:..330 3}35533?.’& 3:4&..5

"m._mu_c (=] ;LN-\\(-‘SQ-'@
RmoEtReom el tRaEtn
BT LI,

2T AR MFFERESE dolrentd

a‘\ ST R e wc&écbéw?gdd&
1000 973¢ ITone a}’%"f Té
:s:,tj 1 = »R0S0 WRg) m‘::im
TR0 WS B,7H Smed 85 5
o 203 ety
gdodnanodded. mne mm‘d:
odohd #5¥ tind Sng rREcdd,
2Rz jmrtsueﬁd 5&‘0::? edlg
Plevextioprsten. il
¥8@ Beegdn ais ¥ L3¢ [Y;
mr:srﬁ Zodned ;bé@ﬁ 8 aaﬂm
] it ﬁe.*)qm 3:‘5

@ﬂ #aﬁd somoE &8

;m% ma’im acm
e{';mg 0. B bl muoéd
RS 5‘3‘\ kot celerh) ms;:a s.-;\

4,

o> RonSoIRAG.
&‘\‘ld #0203 Begd adndy?: 37
%*dﬂo Qqﬁqtﬁ é& cheed ﬂ‘dxu
.:.wcu. .,)8 AT G

iR 28, 8Och® Q0w WRE, ;Tmﬁ
w208 [R e 3oRE BT, w&m‘é o)
€308 L0t 'ism o w208 awuc...
2008 2 i) dw‘i’) wmd mREw
& A o,

du%ubo o0 wod FHsrid:

Jf "‘ﬁn B OO dnw 2EE
: Qﬁ Sofchdy, mpRenrs
o WmEIT wUEmeTg,

chndneTs of tREnY DFEnY
windi zﬁs s:\:efzeotu LB
a":\csdbﬁ,wJ o g nd
?‘CSOEJO'MJ znE a‘awﬁ
u.\-_=ﬁ3&3; 23 w3ed cheginyd ypalod

SyEnse o,

Smﬂjd ] zic;r‘féc,*‘ﬁ ﬂﬁ Q;wa’
Aot entnw “adx&:ri RRTD
ASET R 37 E6 SToRRd SeEn
Acdnemsie tied.

10 $.eoe  L@Ekm  wond
ciremndee a.,ja el
eanmit werd ;jnm ipémb
e:.hufiﬁxww:wd LemTd ‘&58 3123
10 $.00¢. LEeo B, et 02
oy @ Zed —)‘aﬁowc‘me.fv%
=T, RN ey
W EmNCSE. o ®RY, TR
vslevelunl

)

si

BERGALURY Edition



533 NOWNODOONE
NOBNG degg 2:3:57?

gavz: Faod 18 wncogeirien
TedB SoRRCHOON XSS o
eﬁﬁ@gm 8, S D oDk tidednt
TRDOAT 0T 0TICDOOTT Ty
Eﬁ.:gﬂ:zsi ROTP (Lradi) ROCNYITR0
30T, N, @O DD
cin;;}‘eﬁzz' ea023* amde&s‘ﬂtmu )
Xc0m 03 QIC ToRWO, BoBONY U
U HTREEE THDORT. T,
tdese, faaa@ aonmc =D
VTR, E  0LWACDOOTT t@
298 300,

Eﬁaiat:ﬁ QOTCDLOOTF ToBONY
U 3¢ 2.20500 BN 11,585 Soess
DA BT, L0 uie BHOALE
11,335 ©OF 8retd 0. 03 BEQWT*
TG, wFar OF) Tsoees B¢ 200,
5&3& 2,856 Bpet! TO.1T Sendd.
cdooeart 0ERCROON® XN OF)
Be 2.90ZD HOFCIRN 2,905 8L TD.
7 302 o .

;.[ L

e, WOTIRCDOONT RTBNY d@
Eﬁmmﬂ"ﬁd} s 7 Zrz’m.a ﬂm;ﬁ
67, 42? ﬁmeas oo.n Etbu!ﬁ &olw
a0e $EHODNA 62,927 Enetd .
SH3.

FOOTYCO) TUST Hciig (Clobls-y
AR NORBCIN IRTTB, 0,
F), VLWONO W RNoF
WIHNY OFY WEINWTTY, avd
3080 SNRTTO. ondReT
WBRHE0IE oD Beodd
d’e&ﬁve‘:r Jelnd ﬁsﬂ: Hnm@dam
07 TR0 Q08 SAT 0T,




L

o3ig Seetid Haben duodnIde nerbatharia), 8T%wn Boselans) S00HSE. &notd Zrb doboge 38
disetienstior Herie eROS0NF eEHde BoBTae SOEATIITBO Geitit O el Beid ehoaeces

QobheEbtida), 26 SeEen ATCOHT.

LT VT,

ST 220 TRRTOTIT

0% TIEEDY BIRY Hrbits _——ma IR g B
% 088, Rt munen BoucOATos | 54
ﬁmm- s:%sa‘ OF, 5 plees® uATh, AR
georonien ﬁﬁ%mr Tosen F[NoTNG.
zéi.ra‘v?ri BE DoRATHED -:VO‘:DEﬁ%FM%
oh SREw ApFOAE. méf&r’ [Sle vl
naaFd ﬁ%ﬁ"‘u@‘ R \.a:m: aai,&ﬁ R
WROBNY TOR 865 Bhcimh T “arﬂmm
@...-EL =i aﬁ&ﬁmmﬁ
ok OB ai:.oma, SR ik loviolulay
LR Y XEe %mmmaiuﬁamﬁm.
Lot e kst = ln] mﬁoﬁmﬂ}

ok q;séem‘ o=

TR S0, TRME 109E SW bTiE Y TR
u-iErE mony He03 a;sf aﬁdsmef'
m— anel mau.nm cr’tﬁﬂ.ﬁ Be.100 oo
175%mh-3ﬂ EF'O%OH‘ mm@:‘w =lele

SEG meng Toen Be. lﬂtszb ammm

ﬁ$m$® DIFNTOT z:miweﬂ ‘ad 20T

- - FROTIEH 0iTEs D8 WHHUTSE 20L0TRY,
A I - SR BOSHRE: 4, WO TABTD BT

‘ 2 & 5 Dok TR BREDTTRE BYTe @ z:cam
R SOTREMZT TE 57 LCNTH L ucr&cﬁf

A\ ] Sug worintm. 4033 *aotﬁ At oY
&5 - Yrmre Hotedd BarbIdhPns, $oLw

riogedmeh BTN, 0o am wo.ocgr
T& BRTRRTDON: TR iesT Bad
wsmﬁ Do IDoTh ﬁ@ﬁaﬁ

oY, wRpn ed 5208 momes OF, HRNT S Sowemd s

REDIB. wn B oFfeo(Ymsay  AChEivE, ©A SEEe

¢y UEm SHeowic mwY) 0w  DFFONS. i -

ZOneizm, PNV WLET FRDFTW  shovwess

SOOI, Leroh  0m, o, HORES EAT RODIIIE

es.g&;‘n@.at:ﬁ war‘r“mhm'bﬂcﬁ -"ar::na; = Oﬁféd bty -@oxjﬁ%

SRRREG GRS SRR ”"mvs TRROT g psiee He0m0d LG BeOTRD
LIoEmYEeotR ﬁ‘ﬁ%

modnen sonorta Esa'gﬁ
Torpandh. wndotmh
Fwos g, WY
= ﬁ4321' o teiiod
e en

d?fﬁ%?ﬁ_‘mgﬁ we rmvﬁ:s& eﬁzdticﬁe

ﬁ iires 'aﬂ.."‘m r &Y ﬁ Be. 5{1 Bam
B¢ ?5 2-&\..-1 wo mmig;f 275, mf@er—ﬁew
e Je1000Eb OF7, e GWEE Lo
WMEGEHAT.

DOBTTMMLITOW  Wod  LPNIm,

T 2o mm-%mﬂ %oi:ia‘
WORD, TEEID I wedcd LY
iy Loehmh weEEiohe BAUW
VTSR WHLSHENCRN vy, LEv
=0 :df‘t:éji hamnicdrnd: oFfde
uh Foredomes. Dipr T mcﬁ:mi:u

VD mqné Tn &ﬁ ;I}EJJSCI&L wm;ﬁ
& Lido *u 28 a,qpmﬁ% as*uam
Ao mﬁa SR swéof QOB
Eﬁémﬁaa&mﬁmécﬁa B0 aﬁo:m:sﬁ ba12 b}
howrtod shrmmros m% B0 DOTH
DT TR VPTROLTROT.

ST ot woInY IO Rodiod
EROWNE TAE Tmmeog P$obis

= 2 o —n
RGO RO SFdaN Bl
< - &
el gt
"ROW, oW XOANSN AL
[
5 = " = -
'uﬂ; :naﬁ?cf oel12s % LEy

O DI, 6T WO G 01948
sredAms ain 3e.30. Ed"** mﬂmﬁﬁ
LTEE joTansy 2015 ﬁ,m 20224

SN I Aler v el Bobis
S TR MY LY SANY A Jiw

R HouoDamod Aawd 30,000
skl dn shomad SHiaE
RO Bedewhod, &l oo
L onohg 8 goanw
W Shoxet IR0 LsASE
e 5000 #mekd TRAOZ
Bk mdomh meemA
nosRtG T
HIy g
Feow o
wofoiy
B9,




THE HINDU

Business

SEBI said to plan easing rules
governing MFs’ passive funds

SEBI plans to lower capital, disclosure requirements for fund houses that run passive schemes;

Fund houses to be allowed to hive off passive schemes to take advantage of looser regulation

Reuters
MUMBALI

ndia’s markets regula-
l tor plans to lower cap-

ital and disclosure re-
quirements for fund
houses that run passive in-
vestment schemes, accord-
ing to three sources.

The proposed new rules
would also allow existing
fund houses to hive off
their passive investment
schemes into separate enti-
ties to take advantage of
the looser regulation,
these people said.

The Securities and Ex-

Liberal rules

Sources say markets regulator SEBI will prescribe more liberal

rules for passive fund houses

m SEBI to reduce

capital requirement for
passive-only fund houses
from ¥500 million to
about 3100 million

m Passive-only funds will
need to declare they are
following an index every
six months rather than
every two weeks

m Regulator to lift caps on passive
funds’ exposures to stocks, ease rules
on call records of fund managers

change Board of India (SE-
BI) plans to reduce the cap-
ital requirement for
passive-only fund houses

to about 100 million from
3500 million currently, the
sources said.

The regulator will also

prescribe more liberal dis-
closure rules for such fund
houses. Instead of the cur-
rent requirement of pro-
viding portfolio disclo-
sures every two weeks or
every month, passive-only
fund houses will need to
declare that they are fol-
lowing a particular index
every six months, two of
the three sources said.
SEBI could also remove
caps on passive funds’ ex-
posures to individual
stocks and ease rules on
maintaining call records of
fund managers of passive-
only funds, sources said.



PizzaExpress bets on India’s
demand for global cuisines

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

PizzaExpress, a London-
based pizza brand set up
by late legendary entrepre-
neur and restaurateur Pe-
ter Boizot in 1965, is bet-
ting big on increasing
aspiration among Indians
to dine on gourmet pizzas.

Chris Holmes, Interna-
tional and Channel Direc-
tor, PizzaExpress told The
Hindu, “India is the largest
franchise in the world for
PizzaExpress. The coun-
try’s immense consuming
potential is now unfolding
with a sizable population
with increased wallet pow-
er aspiring for internation-
al cuisines including gour-

Chris Holmes

met pizzas.”

According to  Mr
Holmes, India at the mo-
ment accounts for the ma-

jor share of PizzaExpress’

global footprint expansion.
“We have 26 new outlets
coming up globally at this
point of time, of which 15
are in India.”

PizzaExpress  would
have 1,000 global restau-
rants, up from 400 cur-
rently, by 2030 and India
would certainly have more
than 10% of them, he said.

The pizza chain is also
entering new markets such
as Indonesia, Hong Kong,
UAE, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia,
France, Spain, Thailand,
South Africa and the U.S.
The chain has 26 outlets in
India currently and targets
to open 100 restaurants in
the next three to five years
investing 3400 crore.

“Our ambition is to
bring the very best pizza to
customers across the
globe. In recent years our
presence in India has
grown stronger,” he added.



+ ExxonMobil’s lube
unit to come on
stream by end 2025

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

ExxonMobil Lubricant’s
first greenfield project in
Maharashtra is set to be-
come operational by the
end of 2025, said the com-
pany’s CEO Vipin Rana.
The 900 crore India lu-
bricant oil plant will have a
capacity to produce 1 mil-
lion barrels annually or
1,59,000 kilolitres of fin-
ished lubricants to meet
the growing demand for lu-
bricants from the indus-
trial sector as well as the
passenger and commercial
vehicle segments.
“Initially, we will cater
to domestic market needs.
As we expect a substantial
growth in volume, the new
plant will take care of re-

Vipin Rana

quirement of India busi-
ness for sometime. Be-
sides, we have adequate
land for future expansion
also,” he said.

According to Mr. Rana,
the demand for lubricants
is growing and India is set
to become the second-lar-
gest lubricants market in
the world by 2050.



Adani stocks in heavy
demand after SC
reserves verdict

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Shares of Adani group
firms continued to attract
heavy investor demand on
Tuesday, with Adani Total
Gas climbing almost 20%.
Investors flocked the
counters of the group’s 10
listed companies, with
shares ending with sharp
gains even as the equity
market experienced huge
volatility during the day.
Shares of Adani Total
Gas zoomed 20%, Adani
Energy Solutions surged
19.1%, Adani Power soared
12.3%, Adani Green Energy
jumped 12.3%, NDTV ad-
vanced 11.7%, Adani Wil-
mar went up by 9.96% and
Adani Enterprises climbed
8.66% on the BSE. Adani

Ports gained 5.2% and Am-
buja Cements surged
4.22%.

The combined market
valuation of all the 10 firms
soared to 11.31 lakh crore.

Stock prices of Adani
companies soared on Fri-
day also as the Supreme
Court reserved its verdict
on petitions seeking exam-
ination of allegations of
fraud against the
conglomerate.



RBI’s latest move to increase
risk weights for lending

What are risk weights and why are they being increased? How will it affect non-banking financial companies?

Saptaparno Ghosh

The story so far:

eeking to rein in an observed rise
in unsecured personal loans and
credit cards, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) directed banks and
non-banking financial companies (NBFCs)
to reserve more capital for risk weights.
The mandatory risk weight requirement
has been increased by 25 percentage
points. This would be applicable to
unsecured personal loans, credit cards
and lending to NBFCs.

What has the RBI proposed?

The idea is to address the notion of ‘credit
risk.’ It refers to the risk entailed by a
borrower being unable to meet their
obligations or defaulting on
commitments. ‘Risk weights’ are an
essential tool for banks to manage this
risk. This metric, in percentage factors,
adjusts for the risk associated with a
certain asset type. In other words, it is an

cu »
K

indicator of the essential holding the
lender should ideally have to adjust the
associated risk. This is what the RBI has
directed to be increased.

The primary purpose of effective risk
management by banks is to maximise
their returns by maintaining credit risk
exposure within acceptable parameters.
Earlier, the RBI had raised concerns about
the growth seen in consumer credit and
increased dependency of NBFCs on bank
borrowings. Now, it has directed that the
risk weight for consumer credit exposure
be increased by 25 percentage points to
125%, tor all commercial banks and
NBFCs. This would apply to personal
loans (and retail loans for NBFCs),
excluding housing loans, education loans,
vehicle loans and loans secured by gold
and gold jewellery. At present, exposures
in this realm mandate a risk weight of
100%. Credit card loans of scheduled
commercial banks (SCBs) currently attract
a risk weight of 125% while that of NBFCs
attract 100%. The apex banking regulator

has decided to increase the risk weight to
125% for NBFCs and 150% for SCBs. Lastly,
bank credit to NBFCs, excluding core
investment companies, also had their risk
weights increased by 25 percentage
points. This would, however, not apply to
housing finance companies and loans to
NBFCs classified into the priority sector.

Why were the changes necessary?
While presenting the monetary policy
statement in October this year, Governor
Shaktikanta Das had flagged concerns
about the “high growth” in “certain
components of consumer credit.” He
advised banks and NBFCs to “strengthen
their internal surveillance mechanisms,
address the build-up of risks, if any, and
institute suitable safeguards, in their own
interest.” Ratings agency Moody’s also put
forth that higher risk weights are
intended to “dampen lenders’ consumer
loan growth appetite.” RBI figures
stipulate that unsecured personal loans
have increased by 23% on a year-over-year




Tax evasion racket unearthed

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Officials of the Commercial
Tax Department, south
zone, on Tuesday un-
earthed a tax evasion rack-
et and booked 86 iron and
steel and scrapdealers in
and around Bengaluru us-
ing fake Input Tax Credit
(ITC) facility.

A comprehensive probe
carried out for the last two
months to ascertain the
goods and service tax
(GST) revealed a complex
web of fraudulent activities
leading to the unravelling
of a significant case involv-
ing ITC credit availment by
a series of tax payers.

e According to sources,
the modus operandi of the

accused was to avail ITC
from dealers whose regis-
trations have been sus-
pended and cancelled by
the department. In addi-
tion to this, the accused
availed ITC from dealers
whose business establish-
ment premises do not even
exist.

The investigation furth-
er uncovered instances of
availing ITC from dealers
who had obtained registra-
tion through the submis-
sion of fraudulent docu-
ments intending to cheat
the State revenue.

“The total turnover in
this elaborate scheme
amounts to T352 crore with
fake ITC involved estimat-
ed at 64 crore. This reve-
lation wunderscores the

magnitude of tax evasion
and the need for rigorous
enforcement measures to
protect the State’s reve-
nue,” said Shikha C., Com-
missioner of Commercial
Taxes.

“In this pursuit, the de-
partment is rigorously con-
templating strong action
against fake invoicing and
tax evaders. Fake invoicing
and tax evasion in GST is a
punishable offence includ-
ing fines, penalties, confis-
cation of goods, and at-
tachment of properties
and bank accounts,” Ms.
Shikha said.

The department urged
the public to remain vigi-
lant and report any suspi-
cious activities related to
tax evasion.
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DESTRUCTIVE EATTER
Jaiswal is a surety in the 2024 T20

PIN-DROP SILENCE
Stadium was quiet like a library

World Cup squad: Nayar

h B .II:ITH.: III‘MLH-IC&M

Former India ployer Abhishek Nayar said Yashasvi Jaiswal is a surety
for the upcoming T20 Warld Cup. "Yashaswi has been constantly
doing well for the team. The World Cup is still a fair distance away
with [PL in between, But the way he is playing now, he will surely be
a front-runner for that spot in the Indian team,” Nayar said,

when Kohli's wicket fell: Cummins

REMIN
Smith, Zampa leave for Australia.
changes made to squad

Pat Cummins couldn't believe his ears when the fans at the
Narendra Modi Stadium went silent after Virat Mohli's dismissal. “We
were in a huddle and Steve Smith says, "Boys, listen to the crowd'
and we just ook a moment of pause... it was as quiet as 3 library. Il
savour that moment for a long time,” Cummins said

Several changes were made to the Australian T201 squad for the
reminder of the series against India. Adam Zampa (in pic) and Steve
Smith have already flown back home, while Glenn Maxwell, Marcus
Stoinis, Josh Inglis and Sean Abbott were to return after the thind
game. Josh Phillippe and Ben McDermotlt have joined the squad

Maxwell’s big show eclipses Gaikwad’s

ton, helps Australia stay in the hunt

The visitors pull one back by registering a stunning last-ball victory, with 43 needed off the Last two overs, in pursuit of a steep target

AUSTRALIA IN INDIA

K. Ajith Kumar
GUWAHATI

he legend of Glenn
T Maxwell continues
L0 ErOW.

The Australian all-roun-
der, who increasingly
looks more of a superman
with a bat in his hand,
plaved a blinder to give his
team a stunning last-ball
victory, by five wickets, in
the third T201 at the ACA
Stadium on Tuesday night.
The win ensured the serjes
was still alive, as India's
lead was reduced o 2-1
with two matches
remaining.

Maxwell (104 n.o., 48b,
8x4, 8x6) hit Prasidh Krish-
na over his head for four
when two were needed off
the last ball. After Axar Pa-
tel's penultimate over went
for 22, the visitors needed
21 off the last, the first ball
of which was hit for four
through square leg by cap-
tain Matthew Wade (28
n.o., 16b, 3x4, 1x6). He
then took a single to set the
stage for the Big Show, who
hit 6,4,4,4 off the last four
balls.

The unbroken sixth-
wicket partnership was
worth 91. Prasidh’s none
for 68 became the most ex-
pensive figures for India in
T201s.

Sensational: Gaikwad's scintillating century [ifted india, but Maowell stole the thunder with an audacious hundned. RITU B KOS

Earlier, Maxwell had set
the Australian record for
the most expensive over in
the format, conceding 30
in the only over he bowled
— the last of the innings.

It was indeed a memora-
ble chase by Australia after
India, riding on a brilliant
hundred by opener Rutu-
raj Gaikwad {123 n.o., 57b,
13x4, 7x6), posted 222 for
three after being put in.

Maiden ton

It was a maiden T201
hindred for Gaikwad. It
was also the first T201
hundred by an Indian

against Australia.

That is what the statis-
tics will tell you. What they
don't is the sheer joy he
gave to the near full-house
with his beautiful shots all
around the park.

After warching Yashasvi
Jaiswal and Ishan Kishan
trudging back to the du-
gout inside three overs, he
was content to play the
supporting role to captain
Survakumar Yadav (39,
29b, 5x4, 2x6). Their third-
wicket stand of 57 steadied
the ship.

Gaikwad was barting on
22 off 22 balls when Surya-

kumar was caught behind
off Aaron Hardie He
switched gears in elegant
fashion, after he was
joined by Tilak Varma ((31
n.o., 24b, 4x4). A gorgeous
six over cover off Tanveer
Sangha alone would show
his class. He added 141 for
the unfinished fourth wick-
et with Tilak.

Jason Behrendordf stood
out among the Aussie bow-
lers yet again. The left-arm
pacer, who was strangely
omitted for the last match
after being the pick of the
attack in the first, conced-
ed just 12 off his four overs,

on his return to the ground
where he had the starring
role in Australia’s eight-
wicket win the T20! six
years ago.

Then Maxwell ensured
that his effort did not go in
vain. It was the third in-
credible hundred in a little
over a month by the gifted
batter.

Maxwell had kit up the
World Cup with his 106
{(44b) against the Nether-
lands and 201 n.o. {(128b)
against Afghanistan. The
Indian team could heave a
sigh of relief, though: he is
flying home.

SCOREBODARD
v

INDIA

Yazhasvi Janwal ¢ Wade b
Behrendof & (6h, Led), Ruturaj
Gaikowad (mol out) 123 (57h, 13+,
7a6], shan Kishan ¢ Stoines b
Richardson 0 [5b), Suryakumar
Yadav c Wade b Hardie 39 (295,
Sxd. 2wh), Tilak Varma (not out)
31 {24b, 4xd); Exiras [Ib-4, w-18,
nb-1} 23; Total (for tee wiis_ in
20 overs): 112

FALL OF WICKETS
1-14 { Jaizwal, 1.2 overs), 2-24
[Kishan, 2.3}, 3-81 (Suryakumar,
10.3.

AUSTRALLA BOWLING
Richardzon 3-0-34-1, Behrendorff
4-1-12-1, Ellis 4-0-36-0, Sangha
40420, Handie 4-0-64-1,
Maxwell 1-0-30-0.

AUSTRALIA

Trawis Head ¢ Bishnol b Avesh 35
(18, Bvd), Aaron Hardie ¢ Kishan
b Arshdeep 16 (125, 3x4], Josh
ingliz b Bishnol 10 (65, 2xd],
Glenn Maxwell (not out) 104 {43h,
Sxd, Bay), Marcus Stoenis €
Suryaluirmiar b Axar 17 {215, 2e4d),
Tim Dawid © Suryakumar b
Bishnol 0 [15], Matthew Wade
[rvot owt) 28 (T5h, 3xd, Lok} Extras
fb-4, b-3, w-6, nb-2): 15; Total (for
five whis. in 20 overs)- 275

FALL OF WICKETS
1-47 (Hardie, 4 7}, 2-65 [Head,
5.4}, 3-6B (Ingfis, 6.2], 4-128
[Stoaras, 12.6), 5-134 {Dawed, 12.3).

INDIA BOWLING

Arshdeep 40-44-1, Prasidh
4-0-68-0, Bishnoi 4-0-32-2, Avesh
40371, Axar 40-37-1.
Toss: Australia; Pobl: Maowell
Austraofia won by five wickets
hndio lends fve-muatch series 2-1.
Fouwrth T208: Dec. 1, Raipur, 7
pum.



Free of ankle pain, Woods excited to
play in the Hero World Challenge

Ashwin Achal
NASSAU

There is an air of expecta-
tion in the lead up to the
Hero World Challenge here.
The chance to see Tiger
Woods in action at Albany
adds considerable heft to
the tournament, which tees
off here on Thursday.

This will be Woods’ first
appearance in a profession-
al event since he withdrew
in the third round of the
Masters in April. A couple
of weeks later, he under-
went subtalar fusion sur-
gery on his right ankle.

Due to long periods of
inactivity, Woods” world
ranking has fallen to 1328.
He received a sponsor ex-
emption for this 20-man
field.

Speaking at a press con-
ference here on Tuesday,
Woods stated that he is pain
free. The American super-
star, however, is curious to
see if he can go the
distance.

“My game feels rusty. 1
haven’t played in a while.
I'm excited to compete and
play. I do not have any of
the ankle pain that I had in
Augusta. In that regard, the
surgery was a success. The

| 1% Hero
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Ready to roar: Tiger Woods and Hero MotoCorp Executive Chairman Pawan Munjal pose ahead of the
tournament which gets underway on Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

other parts of my body has
taken the load though;
there is some soreness,”
Woods, 47, said.

“I had to get my ankle
either replaced or fused.
We chose fusion. The next
six months of doing noth-
ing — that’s the hard part.
The first couple of months
were really rough. Now I'm
just as curious as you all to
see what happens next,”
Wood said.

The famous competitive
spirit still burns bright in-
side the 15-time Major
winner.

“I love competing. I love
playing. 1 miss being out

here with the guys... the
banter, the camaraderie.
There will come a point in
time - I haven't come
around to it fully yet —
where 1 won’t be able to
win again. When it comes, |
will walk away,” Woods
said.

In August, Woods took
on an administrative role
when he joined the PGA
Tour Policy Board. Woods
is keen to be the voice of
the players in response to
the PGA Tour’s proposed
deal with LIV Golf.

Woods explained that
the proposed deal took him
by surprise. “I was sur-

prised. A lot of players were
taken back. It happened so
quickly.

There was frustration
that the players were not in-
volved in the decision mak-
ing process. This is our
tour, and we were taken
aback. That cannot happen
again,” Wood said.

Hero MotoCorp Execu-
tive Chairman Pawan Mun-
jal announced that the total
prize purse for the Hero
World Challenge has been
increased from $3.5 million
to $4.5 million.

(The writer is in Nassau,
Bahamas on invitation
from Hero MotoCorp)
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Punjab claims men’s title
after a marathon shoot-out

A total of 27 shots were taken before it managed to dethrone Haryana; host Tamil Nadu

bags the bronze beating Karnataka in the third-place playoff match

HOCKEY NATIONALS

K. Keerthivasan
CHENNAI

here seemed to be
T no end to the ‘sud-
den death’ in the fi-

nal of the Hockey India
13th Senior National men'’s
championship here on
Tuesday.

A total of 27 shots were
taken in the shoot-out and
sudden death before Pun-
jab emerged the winner ov-
er defending champion
Haryana by a 9-8 margin af-
ter the teams were tied 2-2
at regulation time. This
was Punjab’s fourth title in
13 editions.

There was little to
choose between the two
teams as both played slow,
measured hockey, waiting
for the right time to strike.

Towards the end of first
quarter, Punjab’s Sukhjeet
Singh rolled one slowly
and perfectly for Harjeet
Singh to unleash a grand
sweep into the net. Harya-
na fought back through
Sanjay, who struck his 13th
goal of the tournament,
with a penalty corner
strike that was angled well
to the left side of the net in
the second quarter.

Punjab captain Harman-
preet Singh did what he
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CHAMPIONS

Triumphant: The Punjab team receives the winner's trophy from Tamil Nadu Sports Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

does best with a near-per-
fect penalty corner strike
into the left corner of the
roof in the third quarter.
Haryana made quite a few
counter-attacks at the start
of fourth quarter, and it
was rewarded soon when
an attack from the right re-
sulted in a goal. Sanjay glid-
ed one past ‘keeper Krish-
na Pathak off a short pass
from Deepak.

It was neck and neck in
sudden death as 17 shots
were taken in total. After
Dilpreet Singh of Punjab
scored, the scoreboard
read 8-8. Harmanpreet’s
goal was disallowed for it
was scored after the whis-

tle was blown.

Then, Abhishek was
pushed by the Punjab cus-
todian when he went for
the shot, and a stroke was
awarded for Haryana. Jo-
ginder Singh, who took the
stroke, scored. However, it
was disallowed as it was
deemed to be a ‘tap’ and
not a ‘push’.

Simranjeet Singh, who
retook the his
first one wasﬁﬁ in-
fringement by the ‘keeper,
scored much to the joy of
Punjab. With a 9-8 lead, it
was left to Haryana striker
Sanjay to convert and take
the match forward, but he
hit it wide.

Earlier, Tamil Nadu
bagged the bronze, defeat-
ing Karnataka 5-3 via
shoot-out in the third-place
playoff match.

“I thought we would fin-
ish the match only in the
morning (Wednesday),”
joked Punjab captain Har-
manpreet. “It was great
winning for Punjab as [ am
playing for the State after
quite a long time.”

Udhayanidhi Stalin, Ta-
mil Nadu Sports Minister,
gave away the prizes.

The results (final): m

(Harjeet Singh, Harmanpreet
Singh) drew with Haryana 2
(Sanjay, Rajant). Punjab won 9-8
via penalty shoot-out.
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championship here on
Tuesday.

A total of 27 shots were
taken in the shoot-out and
sudden death before Pun-
jab emerged the winner ov-
er defending champion
Haryana by a 9-8 margin af-
ter the teams were tied 2-2
at regulation time. This
was Punjab’s fourth title in
13 editions.

There was little to
choose between the two
teams as both played slow,
measured hockey, waiting
for the right time to strike.

Towards the end of first
guarter, Punjab’s Sukhjeet
Singh rolled one slowly
and perfectly for Harjeet

- Singh to unleash a grand

sweep into the net. Harya-
na fought back through

. Sanjay, who struck his 13th

goal of the tournament,
with a penalty corner

- strike that was angled well
- to the left side of the net in
- the second quarter.

Punjab captain Harman-

 preet Singh did what he

Punjab claims men’s title
after a marathon shoot-out

Triumphant: The Punjab team receives the winner’s trophy from Tamil Nadu Sports Minister

Udhayanidhi Stalin. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

does best with a near-per-
fect penalty corner strike
into the left corner of the
roof in the third quarter.
Haryana made quite a few
counter-attacks at the start
of fourth quarter, and it
was rewarded soon when
an attack from the right re-
sulted in a goal. Sanjay glid-
ed one past ‘keeper Krish-
na Pathak off a short pass
from Deepak.

It was neck and neck in
sudden death as 17 shots
were taken in total. After
Dilpreet Singh of Punjab
scored, the scoreboard
read 8-8. Harmanpreet’s
goal was disallowed for it
was scored after the whis-

tle was blown.

Then, Abhishek was
pushed by the Punjab cus-
todian when he went for
the shot, and a stroke was
awarded for Haryana. Jo-
ginder Singh, who took the
stroke, scored. However, it
was disallowed as it was
deemed to be a ‘tap’ and
not a ‘push’.

Simranjeet Singh, who
retook the penalty as his
first one was deemed an in-
fringement by the ‘keeper,
scored much to the joy of
Punjab. With a 9-8 lead, it
was left to Haryana striker
Sanjay to convert and take
the match forward, but he
hit it wide.

Earlier, Tamil Nadu !
bagged the bronze, defeat- |
ing Karnataka 5-3 via
shoot-out in the third-place
playoff match. w

“I thought we would fin-
ish the match only in the |
morning (Wednesday),” |
joked Punjab captain Har- |
manpreet. “It was great &
winning for Punjab as I am
playing for the State after
quite a long time.”

Udhayanidhi Stalin, Ta- ‘
mil Nadu Sports Minister,
gave away the prizes.

The results (final): Punjab 2
(Harjeet Singh, Harmanpreet
Singh) drew with Haryana 2
(Sanjay, Rajant). Punjab won 9-8
via penalty shoot-cut.




‘When Kohli’s wicket fell, the stadlum went quiet like a libr.

) PTI

Oz Skipper Cummms Sa_'lHe

Sydney: Australia captain Pat
Cummins couldn’t believe his
ears when he found near 100,000
people at the Narendra Modi Sta-
dium going silent after Virat
Kohli's dismissal in the World
Cup final, giving him the vibe of
a “quiet library”. Australia won
their sixth title beating India by
six wickets and many believe
Cummins’ dismissal of Kohli was
the turning point

“Were in a huddle after the
wicket of Kohli in the final and
(Steve) Smith says. ‘Boys, listen
to the crowd’. And we just took a
moment of pause, and it was as
quiet as a library, 100,000-plus In-
dians there and it was so quiet.
I'll savour that moment for a long
time,” Cummins told the Age.

Later, at a World Cup event at
the Sydney Cricket Ground, Cum-

r

SILENCING THE CROWD: Virat Kohli is
bowled by Cummins in Ahmedabad

mins told reporters, “To hold one
trophy takes a lot. But to hold
them across formats shows our
amazing coaching group and also
the squad of players. You can'tdo
that with 11 players. You need 25
really good players. It shows the
strength of Australian cricket at
the moment and the appetite of

the guys to compete whenever
they play. Everything takes a lot
out of you, but the guys keep
rocking up and performing,
which is pleasing as anything.”

‘Players are not robots’

Cummins also cricketers were
“not robots” and the tight sched-
ules were bound to take a toll.
With a busy home summer loom-
ing, Cummins acknowledged the

burden on the players,
some of whom have been
playing in India since Sep-
tember. “They’re humans,
they’re not robots,” he told
reporters when asked about Aus-
tralia’s performance in the ongo-
ing T20I series. “Putting every-
thing into a World Cup and then
playing a couple of days later... I
probably don't begrudge them if
they’'re not at 100%." acencies

the World Cup. We shouldnt create so much

rary’

WE SHOULDN'T CREATE. |
SO MUCH HYPE: KAPIL ON |
INDIA'S CUP CAMPAIGN |

Gurugram: Excess hype leads to disappointment
and it is necessary to strike a balance, former
captain Kapil Dev said on Tuesday in context of
India's defeat to Australia in the World Cup final.
“Don't keep so much hope that people end up
with broken hearts. We need to keep a balance.
Other teams also came to India to compete in

hype. We need to look at sports as
b . sports only. Whoever plays good on
® the day, we need to respect that.
\ We are too emotional,” Kapil said.
“I think only today’s players
can answer how much pressure
they feel. We can only feel (for 1
them),” he said. “There are
shortcomings which we need to
address. It is not that you won't have
shortcomings after a win. What's most
important is to rectify them. They (India) won 10
matches in a row. Is it not enough? We should
look at other teams as well. we shouldn't
compare anyone. What is important is to see |
whether they played good cricket or not.”




Maxwell’s 48-Ball 104* Fashions Victo
For Australia To Keep T20! Series Alive

MAKE W
T'S MAD MAX'

Sourav.M@timesgroup.com

Guwahati: Marriage is in the
air in this auspicious month of
November in many parts of the
country. Alas, if there was a
marriage between the efforts of
Team India batters and bowlers
in the ongoing T201 series. the
hosts would have been well
served. After winning the first
two games despite the bowlers’
below-par performance. India
suffered their first loss of the
series as they went down to Aus-
tralia by five wickets after scor-
ing 222 for three on being asked
to bat first at Barsapara Cricket
Stadium on Tuesday.

Ruturaj Gaikwad's maiden
international ton went in vain
as Glenn Maxwell turned on his
‘Mad Max' mode with able sup-
port from skipper Matthew
Wade as Australia clinched a

123*

Ruturaj Gaikwad scored his
maiden hundred in T20ls, the
second highest by an Indian
patter in T20is behind the
126" by Shubman Gill vs New
Zealand in Ahmedabad

on Feb 1, 2023,

—Stats’ Rajesh rumar

EMBIID TRIPLE DOUBLE LEADS 76ER TO

RECORD ROUT OF LEBRON'S LAKERS IN NBA

Hundreds by Glenn Maxwell
in T20is, emulating Rohit

TIMES SPORT
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Sharma’'s tally. Maxwell has

created

history by
becoming the first batter to hit all
four hundreds in a winning cause,

two vs India and one each vs

England and Sri Lanka. Three of

those have come in successful

last-ball thriller to keep the se-
ries alive with two matches to go.
With his 57-ball 123*, Gaik-
wad carried his bat through and
became the first Indian to score
a century against the Australi-
ans in the shortest format. How-
ever, he ended up scoring his
first T20I ton in a losing cause.
On a placid track, India got
off to a good start scoring 14
runs off the first over, but Jason
Behrendorff gave the visitors
their first breakthrough when
an out-of-position Yashasvi
Jaiswal returned trying for a
shot over cover. No. 3 Ishan Kis-

han lasted only five balls.

Thereafter, captain Suryaku-
mar Yadav joined hands with
Gaikwad to take the side to 80
runs in 10 overs with his trade-
mark shots around the park for
a 29-ball 39 before he edged pacer
Aaron Hardie behind. Vice-cap-
tain Gaikwad, playing second
fiddle to skipper SKY thus far,
shifted gears then.

Scoring his first 21 runs in as
many balls, Gaikwad played
some stylish shots with aplomb
to score his next 102 runs in just
32 balls as India amassed 90 runs
in the last five overs. The 18th

over by Hardie brought 25 runs

while the last by Maxwell
fetched 30 - most of the innings.

Gaikwad, certain to lose his
vice-captaincy once Shreyas Iyer
returns in the next game, hit 13
fours and seven sixes in the pro-
cess and shared an unbeaten
141-run stand with Tilak Varma
with the Hyderabadi left-hander
scoring only 31 of those runs in
24 balls.

All the Aussie bowlers were
taken to cleaners barring
Behrendroff, who was the stand-
out performer returning figures
of 4-1-12-1.

SCOREBOARD

India: Y Jaiswal c Wade b Behrendorff 6, R Gaikwad not out
123, | Kishan c Stoinis b Richardson 0, S Yadav ¢ Wade b
Hardie 39, T Varma not out 31; Extras (/b4, nbl, wid): B3
Total (20 Ov; RR: 11.10): 222/3; FoW: 1-14, 2-24, 381
Bowling: Richardson 3-0-34-1, Behrendortf 4-1-12-1. Ellis
4-0-36-0, Sangha 4-0-42-0, Hardie 4-0-64-1, Maxwell 1-0-30-0

Australia: T Head ¢ Bishnoi b Avesh 35, A Hardie c Kishan b
Arshdeep 15, J Inglis b Bishnoi 10, G Maxweil not cut 104, M
Stoinis ¢ Yadav b Patel 17, T David ¢ Yadav b Bishnei 0, M
Wade not out 28; Extras (b4, Ib3, nb2, wé): 15; Total (20 Ov;
RRE 11.25): 225/5; FOW: 1-47, 2-66, 3-68, 4-128, 5-134:
Bowdling: Arshdeep 4-0-44-1; Prasidh 4-0-68-0, Bishnoi 4-0-
32-2, Avesh 4-0-37-1, Axar 4-0-37-1

fesult: Austraila won by 5 wickets (with 0 balls remaining)

Phillips keeps
Kiwis in hunt
Bangladesh 310/9 At Stumps

Sylhet: Spinner Glenn Phillips returned fig
ures of 4-53 as New Zealand restricted Bang
ladesh to 310-4 befare bad Light forced an
parly stumps ol the opening day of the first
‘lest in Sylhet un Tuesday

Phillips, chosen ahead of Rachin Ravin-
dra, picked the crucial wickete after opening
batsman Mahmudul Hasan hiit 6 off 166 balls
1o give Banglzdesh a platform

I BELus whi opted 1o bat first after win
ning the 10ss, doninwes ey Zealund in

patches but lost wickets in unpon ohuses
with Kiwi bowlers Ajaz Patel (2776) anu v
Jamieson (2-52) celebrating success Skippe

Najmul Hossain Shanto and one of his pre-
decessors, Mominul Haque, each made 37
runs for Bangladesh. They put up 53 runs and
88 runs with Mahmudul for the second and
third wicket pairs respectively.

Patel bowled opener Zakir Hasan for 12 to
give NZ their first breakthrough, before Phil-
lips made Najmul his maiden Test wicket in
the morning session. Kane Williamson ran
back from mid-on to complete the catch. Ish
Sodhi and Phillips struck in successive overs
just before the tea break to halt
Bangladesh's progress,

Daryl Mitchell took a low
catch at slip as Sodhi dismissed
Mahmudul, ending hus dogged innings. Mah
mudul hit 11 boundaries in his tourth Test
fialt century His disinissal came within tive
balle of Phillips forcing Mominul toive o
calch to wicketkeeper ‘Tom Blundell The ex
oeriencen Mushfigur ahim lell to Pael toy
12 as Willlamson ok ins second catch

1st TEST / DAY 1
NZ VS BAN

Jamieson, the only New Zealand pacer
with some success, had Mehidy Hasan caught
by Mitchell for 20.

Wicketkeeper-batsman Nurul Hasan
struck a few quick boundaries before Phillips
swung momentum further New Zealand's way.
The off-spinner claimed the wicket of debu-
tant Shahadat Hossain, who made 24 before
hoisting a catch to Henry Nicholls at short
midwicket. Phillips ended Nurul's innings at
29 six overs later.

Taijul Islam, eight not out,
and Shoriful Islam, 13 not out,
survived the day after Jamleson
made Bangladesh nine down
with the wicket of Nayeem Hasan, the pacer's
second of the day The two match series marks
the beglnning of @ new eyele tor the World
Test Champonship for bath teams
Brief scores: Bangladesh 31079 (Joy 86, Shanto
37, Haque 37; Phillips 4-53, Patel 2-76) vs New
Zealand. ary

—_—

PCB IN DEADLOCK WITH
ACC ON COMPENSATION

Karachi: The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) was
on Tuesday caught in a deadlock with the Asian
Cricket Council (ACC) for demanding additional
compensation on organising chartered flights
between Pakistan and Sri Lanka during the Asia
Cup, which it co-hosted in August-September.
The Asia Cup 2023 was organised in a hybrid
model in Pakistan and Sri Lanka after the ACC
accepted PCB's hybrid model, with majority of
the matches organised in the island nation,

PCB sources said apart from seeking the
tournament hosting fees — around $250,000 —
as well as shares from ticketing and sponsorship
fees, they have also demanded additional
compensation. “The additional money is for
expenses Incurred on renting chartered flights
for teams between Pakistan and Sri tanka and

other extra expenses like additional hotel and
transport fees,” the source said. en
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SABALENKA TO PLAY BRISBANE
WARM-UP FOR AUSTRALIAN OPE
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CHINA’S LOSS CAN BE
INDIA’S BIG WINDOW
OF OPPORTUNITY

NDIA'S bid to attract foreign capital just received a shot in the

arm. Foxconn announced in an exchange filing that it will

Invest §1.6 billion on several projects in India. Though the

details are not yet known, the funds are for ‘operational’

needs, possibly to set up two factories in Karnataka for the
manufacture and assembly of iPhones. This is one among many
examples where Foxconn, also known as Hon Hai, and other
Taiwanese manufacturers are continuing to exit China in pref-
erence for countries such as India, Vietnam, Malaysia and In-
donesia. Big US multinationals have also announced they are
diversifying their investments. Intel and Microsoft are moving
some operations from China to the US. Nike and Dell said they
will relocate to Vietham and Mexico.

There is a growing disenchantment with China. The political
climate under Xi Jinping has turned increasingly nationalistic
and unstable. Their post-pandemic rebound has been tepid be-
cause of areal estate slump and growing local government debt.
The uncertainty has pushed Chinese families to save rather
than spend, thereby depressing demand. In August, foreign in-
vestors pulled out $12 billion from Chinese equities, while India
saw a net inflow of $1.5 billion. India is scoring over China on
growth too: the IMF has predicted India’s real economy will
grow at 6.3 percent through 2023 and 2024, while China will grow
at 5.0 percent and 4.2 percent.

Pandemic-induced supply chain disruptions are continuing
to sink in everywhere. In India, private aviation consultancy
CAPA has predicted as many as 200 of India’s 789 aircraft may
v s1uuinded by end-March because of supply chain issues.
China’s disruption as the intermediate manufacturer to the
world has opened an enormous window for India, if she gets it
right. China became the world’s manufacturer of choice for four
reasons: low labour costs and a young workforce; government
support through tax breaks and subsidies; good infrastructure
of airports, ports and communication; and a strong technology
sector to lean on. Apple, which has led the investment shift from
China to India, has cited all these reasons, underlining that a

vast skilled workforce and the scope to increase sales in India if

it manufactured locally were the clinching factors. India seems

to have had a good start. Creating a stampede of investors will
now depend on two factors—whether we can reduce red tape
and how quickly we can provide the necessary infrastructure.
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Unpacking the Dubai climate meeting

s December draws near, so does the

volume and intensity of global

corversation around climate change

negotiations. In early December, the
28th annual Conference of the Parties (COP28) o
the United Nations (UN) Framework Convention
on Climate Change will take place in Dubai.

While climate change diplomacy occurs in
multiple fora including G20 meetings, UN
summits, and bilateral fora, the COP remains the
central place where the machinery of global
climate governance gets built. Because all
countries, not only the powerful, have a voice at
COPs, questions of equity and vulnerability are
more likely to be placed on the table.

In what has become a disturbingly familiar
pattern, 2023 has seen devastating weather
events: extreme heat in North Africa and Europe,
wildfires in Canada and Hawail, floods in India
and Libya, and drought in the Horn of Africa. By
September, scientists were expressing
astonishment at how much land and ocean
temperatures increases, and Antarctic sea ice
decrease, have deviated from past records (likely
exacerbated by an El Nifio effect). It is likely that
2023 will be the warmest vear on record.

But long-standing ments over what is a
falr and equitable approach to addressing climate
change, and who will pay, remain on the boil. To
mike matters worse, the geopolitical context is
not favourable for enhanced cooperation. The
U.S. and China have only recently tried to put the
brakes on a deteriorating relationship and the
Ukraine war and the horrific situation in Gaza
have polarised public opinion and countries.

Diplomats at the COP are tasked, then, with
addressing an ever-more urgent problem under
challenging conditions for global cooperation.
And COPs are an unwieldy instrument with
which to manufacture ; they result in
a torrent of words that are intended, but often
fail, to unleash concrete actions. What can we
expect from Dubai's COP?

Global Stocktake

At the top of the agenda is the first Global
Stocktake (GST), a key part of the Paris
Agreement machinery. The GST is at the heart of
a five yearly “ambition cycle®, which consists of
country pledges for dimate action, a global
assessment of progress through the GST, and
renewed country pledges. By assessing aggregate
(not individual country) progress in mitigation,
adaptation and support (finance, technology and
capacity), the GST is meant to drive the
ratcheting up of country pledges.

The GST definitively finds, as do other UN and
independent reports, that greenhouse gas
emission pathways are not on track to limit
warming to the Paris targets of 2°C or L5°C. But
the agreement ends there; what is to be done

i% a Professor at the
Centre for Policy
Research, and an
Adjunct Senlor
Visiting Fellow at the
LKY School of Public

Policy, National
University of
Singapore

At the wp of
the agenda is
the first Global
Stocktake. a key
part of the
Paris
Agreement

about it? Developing countries argue that the GST
miust book at past efforts and bring accountability
for the filure of many developed countries o do
what they argue is consistent with equity;
developed countries argue that ng
countries will account for the bulk of future
emissions and the GST should focus on limiting
emissions going forward. The outcome of this
debate will shape whether the disproportionate
responsibility of countries for
emissions is adequately reflected in future
benchmarks for action. For example, one way 1o
recognise responsibility is o expect developed
countries to reach net zero emissions earlier than
ing countries.

A core task of the G5T is to inform and drive
the next round of bottom-up national pledges -
Nationally Determined Contributions - mandated
by 2025. But should the GST be prescriptive
about this, as some countries have
argued, and call for pledges to be in specific
forms, such as absolute emissions targets, and
aligned with specific temperature targets, like
1.5°C? Those arguing for prescription say it is
needed to accelerate progress. Yet, there isa
catch. Benchmarking a country against a
temperature outcome requires prior agreement
on what each country can fairly be asked 1o do to
limit emissions. But we have no such agreement,
because this issue has been at the heart of fraught
climate politics. Without it, any benchmarking is
arbitrary and risks not adequately considering
equity, which is why developing countries argue
against a prescriptive approach.

However, the GST not only calls for greater
ambition, it also calls for enhanced
Implemuuzbnnfpledges This is a productive
direction, because it focuses on actions countries
can and should take now versus uncertain future
statements of intent for future decades. To give
implementation concrete form, the COP is likely
to include that calls for countries to
triple renewable energy and double energy
efficiency — ideas that were notably included in
the recent G20 Delhi Leaders’ Declaration.

The question of fossil fuels

But not all of this text is agreed. Particularly
contentious is a call for a time-bound phase down
of fossil fuels, but here the exact phrasing will
matter. India has been among those advocating a
broad focus on all fossil fuels versus a narmow
focus on coal alone, as was included in prior
COPs. While coal is indeed the most polluting,
addressing climate change requires addressing all
fossil fuels, Moreover, oil and gas are much larger
sources of energy in the developed world and
critical to petrostates such as Dubai, while India
depends more on coal. An escape hatch that oil
and coal exporters may seek is the addition of the
word ‘unabated’ before *fossil fuel’ to signal that

plants using new technologies to capture their
emissions may be allowed, giving fossil fuel a
longer lease of life. The fossil fuel text is likely
to be contentious, and win headlines at COP28.

Adaptation and finance
Adaptation has often been the neglected
dimension of climate negotiations, COP28 is an
opportunity to correct this, because a 'Global
Goal on Adaptation’ s to be agreed, setting
unified, consistent targets for enhancing
resilience and adaptive capacity. These have
proved challenging o frame, because of varying
contexts across countries and what is required for
resilience. As with other issues, the question of
‘who pays' is also likely to be prominent; since
the last COP, there have been calls for a doubling
of adaptation finance,

An explosive issue is the establishment of a
Loss and Damage Fund, ment on which was
a hard-won gain from the last COP; this COP is

tasked with advancing progress. In a

pre-negotiation, a fragile consensus was won on
several thorny Issues, including who will pay into

the fund - developed countries are ‘urged’ and
developing countries are ‘encouraged’; and who
will receive - the vaguely worded ‘particularly
vulnerable’ countries. Perhaps most contentious,
the World Bank was agreed as an interim host of
the fund, but under strict governance guidelines
to provide a greater say for recipient countries.
Whether this consensus holds or unravels will be
a key issue for COP28.

The GST is careful to call for ambition not only
in action but also support for those actions,
notably finance. Over a decade ago, developed
countries had pledged to provide an arbitrary
$100 billion a year by 2020. In addition to the
deadline being unmet, the amount was likely too
little to meet needs. By COP2S, the discussion has
shifted 1o a concrete assessment of needs to
suppaort mitigation and tion, with numbers
hovering in the low trillion. Coming up with a
number is only a starting point; the contentious
issues remain arcund how it will be mobilised.
How important is public versus private funds?
Will private capital flow in response to efforts to
‘de-risk’ investment opportunities? Are larger
changes in the global financial environment
needed, incuding debt restructuring and reform
of mule tilateral development banks? How can
they be brought about?

As the finance discussion suggests, climate
change is now on the menu at the geopolitical
and geoeconomic high table. The stakes for
countries from COPs are consequential, in terms
of climate impacts, fossil fuel energy politics, and
competitiveness in emergent energy
technologies. All this will not be resolved in
Duibai, but it will be an important marker in the

slow unfolding of global climate politics.

The challenge of maritime security in the Global South

harles Darwin is reputed to have argued

that the key to human survival is not

humankind's innate superiority but its
natural adaprability. He felt that it was not the
strongest or most intelligent species that
survived, but the one with the capacity to adapt
and adjust to the changing environment.
Darwin's notion of resilient adaptability has
withstood the test of time. It is a truism that all
human progress requires a flexible approach to
dealing with emerging dnllm#s.umemumm
than in the maritime domain.

New threats in the maritime domain

In recent years, hard security challenges in the
maritime domain have acquired a new, menacing
dimension. Whether with Ukraine's growing use
of asymmetrical tactics against Russia in the Black
Sea or China's deployment of maritime militias in
the South China Sea, there is an unmistakable
element of improvisation. The radical new tactics
at sea involve the use of grey-zone warfare, land
attack missiles, and combat drones.

It s instructive, however, that the bulk of the
demand for maritime security in recent years has
come from states facing unconventional security
threats, such as illegal fishing, natural disasters,
marine pollution, human and drug trafficking,
and the impact of climate change. These are
difficult to fight using only military means. States
must instead be prepared to commit capital,
resources, and specialist personnel over
prolonged periods to meet security needs.
Throughout its G20 presidency, India has sought
to emphasise the concerns of the Global South in
discussions to find solutions to the most pressing
issues in the maritime domain. Yet, there is no
funetioning template to Aght non-traditional
threats at sea. Sustainable development goals in
the littorals remain unrealised, as voices from
littoral states in Asia, Africa, and the Southern
Pacific are ignored by the developed countries,

There is a widespread perception in the Global
South that the zero-sum competition among
powerful nations in the Indo-Pacific has been to
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the objectives of marine governance. What is
maore, rising sea levels, marine pollution, climate
change, and natural disasters have had a
disproportionate impact on less developed states,
placing them in a position of vulnerability,
Worryingly, littoral states in Asia and Africa
have unequal law-enforcement capabilities and
lack the security coordination reguired to jointly
combat maritime threats. Many have varying
security priorities and are not always willing to
leverage pariner capabilities to combat threats
such as piracy, armed robbery, and maritime
terrorism. Some even resist maritime cooperation
with partner nations in a bid to reduce reliance
on foreign agencies. They are willing to share
information with such states, but only enough to
advance common minimum security goals.

Creative models
Maritime security is more than a matter of hard
military action and law enforcement. Sea power
is increasingly about generating prosperity and
meeting the aspirations of the people. India’s
Maritime Vision 2030 sets out a creative model.
This 10-year blueprint for the maritime sector
envisages the development of ports, shipping,
and inland waterways as a way of generating
growth and livelihoods. Dhaka's inaugural official
document on the Indo-Pacific details guiding
principles and objectives that demonstrate a
developmental approach to maritime security,
focused on the provisioning of goods and
services, and the protection of marine resources.
The talk in Africa, too, is about a thriving Blue
Economy and a secure maritime domain.

This does not detract from the enormity of the

task in the southern seas — in particular, the fight
against illegal fishing in Asfa and Africa. The
sharp uptick in illegal unreported and
umegu!atedﬁshmg!ﬂsheeuaidedbyfmﬂty
policies that encourage destructive fishing
methods such as bottom trawling and seine
fishing. Environmentalists highlight three specific
anomalies: lenient regulations that allow for the
misuse of resources; lax implementation of the
law by security agencies; and the harmful impact
of subsidies that states offer to incentivise smaller
fishermen to shift to motorised trawling.

Among the proposals that set out ways to deal
with maritime challenges is India's Indo-Pacific
Oceans Initiative. It rests on seven pillars
including maritime ecology, marine resources,
capacity building, disaster risk reduction, and
maritime connectivity. It acknowledges that
countries need collective solutions to their
common problems, especially since they remain
economically interdependent. It is to India's
credit that the initiative has the support of major
Indo-Pacific states, many from the West,

No consensus
Even so, implementing a collaborative strategy is
challenging since it requires maritime agencies to
improve imteroperability, share intelligence, and
agree on a regional rules-based order. States must
adapt to an integrated form of maritime security
operations and overhaul regulatory frameworks
to align domestic regulation with international
law — an unappealing propositon for many that
continue Lo prioritise sovereignty and strategic
independence over collective action.
Unsurprisingly, consensus eludes the Global
South. Notwithstanding their espoused positions
on the nead for a cooperative security
architecture, many littoral states are reluctant 1o
pursue concrete salutions to the challenges at
seq. It highlights a paradox of non-traditional
maritime security: the collective issues that
developing nations face and the creative solutions
they seek are at odds with their sense of political
and strategic autonomy.

+
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PM’sfightersortie
arecklessact

sime Minister Narendra Modi flew on a twin-seater
Ptminer version of the Tejas fighter on Saturday and
tweeted later that the 30-minute sortie had been an
“enriching experience.” It was heartening that the PM'S
confidenceinthe country’sindigenous capabilities was “s1g-
nificantly bolstered” by a fighter that was developed under
previous governments since the project was started under
Indira Gandhiin 1983. It wasalso hearteningtonote thatthe
Prime Minister, 73 and carrying the weight of the nation’s
governance and his strenuous election campaigns, showed
himself fit to fly in a fighter aircraft with its high-g forces,
though we do not know how much of it he got to experience.
Many Opposition leaders as well as ordinary people have
commented adverselyon the Prime Minister’s sortie, saying
it was yet another publicity stuntin the middle of elections
in five states. and that he did not make time to attend the
funeral of slain Indian Army Captain MV Pranjal. But the
Prime Minister’s adventure raises more important Concerns.
Modiis not the oldest Indian politician to have flown ina
supersonic fighter aircraft. Former Presidents Abdul Kalam
and Pratibha Patil, for instance,
were 74and 75, respectively, when RS SEREEEE—_
they flew sorties in the more pow- AIIY untnw_ard =
erful Sukhoi-30 MKI fighters in | |
o 000, Elsewiere, for- Rt would
er US President George HW  RENETHE
Bush celebrated every fifth birth- . .
day since his 75th with a skydive, lﬂmm .
thelastoneatage 90! Butthe Pres- E '

ident of India, despite being the

Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, ora retired US
President. are not executive decision-makers. They can go
onsuchadventureswithout catastrophic consequencetothe
government and the nation if something untoward were to
happen. The sitting Prime Minister of India is, however, the
highest executive authority and key to decision-making at
the highest levels. It is particularly so in the highly central-
ised Modi government. It was reckless of PM Modito go on
a fighter sortie as if it were a personal matter. Are there not
Squty and security protocols that should have prevented
him from doing so? Did not the officer in charge of the PM’s
security object? Did the PM override such objections?

Any untoward incident or effects on the Prime Minister’s
healthwould have put the governmentand nationinashort-
termcrisis. Did the PM notify his cabinet colleagues ahead of
hissortie?Is therea standing contingency plan forwhowould
take over in case the PM cannot execute his functions, orwas
one put in place ahead of the PM’s sortie? India is a nuclear
weapons power, surrounded by nuclear adversaries, and
the PM is at the top of the nuclear command chain. Was the
nuclear command chain notified of the PM’s adventure?
Rash and highly personalised decision-making without
regard to potential consequences have been a hallmark of
the Modi government. That should not be the case. Modi's
little adventure is a wake-up call for those in charge of the
PM’s safety and security and the nation’s contingency plans
for decision-making at the highest levels.
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Pioneer State battles power issues

From production to safe distribution, there’s plenty of ground to cover

STATE OF PLAY

[ahnavi T. R.
jahnavi.tr@thehindu.co.in

arnataka has a history
Kuf over 100 years of
power  generation,

transmission and other advan-
cements. While Bengaluru
was the first place in Asia to
get streetlights in 1905, the
first major hydroelectric (hy-
del) generating station in the
country was established in
Shivanasamudra in 1902 for
commercial operations. Ho-
wever, over 120 years later, the
power sector in Karnataka has
many chinks in its armour
when it comes to the quality
of transmission and supply.

Production problems

As of March 2023, the installed
capacity in Karnataka is over
31,000 MW. From hydel and
pumped storage projects to
thermal plants and solar and
wind power, the State boasts
of many means of electricity
generation. Yet, when the
rains played spoilsport this
year, it went from being a pow-
er surplus State for four years
to a State experiencing a daily
shortfall of 40 - 50 MU.

While various escoms (elec-
tricity supply companies) in
the State had paid over 34,500
crore per annum as shutdown
charges to thermal power
plants during the power sur-
plus years, when the need
arose this year, only around
3,400 MW of power could be
generated from the stations
out of the total installed capac-
ity of over 5,000 MW. While
the Energy Department said
that the problem of wet coal
brought down the generation,
experts laid the blame on im-
proper and unplanned main-
tenance of power plants dur-
ing the monsoon for not being
able to generate more power

Karnataka

to cut down the shortfall.

Even though Karnataka has
now overcome the shortfall of
power with barter power trad-
ing with other States and the
imposition of Section 11
(which mandates them to sell
the power to the State) on all
the open access generators, it
has to be noted that the same
strategy has been employed in
the past — by Shobha Karan-
dlaje almost a decade ago
when she was the Energy Mi-
nister and D. K. Shivakumar
during his earlier term as the
Energy Minister. This shows
that there has been no change
in planning for an off year
(power-wise) over the years.

Be it power surplus or shor-
tage, the issue which conti-
nues to plague power consum-
ers is that of supply. Even in
the State capital Bengaluru, let
alone rural areas, uninterrupt-
ed power supply remains a
dream. While escoms often
claim that most of the power
outages are due to mainte-
nance work, all it takes is one
heavy rainfall for infrastruc-
ture to get damaged and cause
outages across the State. Espe-
cially in the Malenadu region,
Dakshina Kannada and Uttara
Kannada districts, getting
three-phase electricity (which
is essential to run irrigation
pump sets) for over a few
hours has been a rarity.

Safety in question
Amidst this, what has raised
serious concerns about the sa-

fety of power infrastructure in
the State is the electrocution
of a 23-year-old woman and
her nine-month-old daughter
in Bengaluru when they came
in contact with a live and
snapped conductor while
walking on a footpath. From
no regulations around new
buildings coming up near
transmission and distribution
lines, which have also led to
electrical accidents, to supply-
ing electricity through de-
cade-old wires, the mainte-
nance of infrastructure is poor
in the State. In the recent elec-
trocution case, the wire at
fault was commissioned as
early as in 1997.

From time to time, the pu-
blic has pointed out that eve-
rything from Distribution
Transformer Centres (DTCs)
to electric poles, fuse boxes,
and feeders in the State need
regular maintenance. Alth-
ough the Karnataka Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(KERC) has issued guidelines
for Technical Safety Audit for
escoms and other distributors
to follow, no proper data is
available to verify if these au-
dits are taking place regularly.
The Commission itself has not
been keen on keeping an eye
on these reports.

This is not to say that the
power sector in the State has
not had its positives in the past
few years. Tremendous
strides have been made in the
Renewable Energy (RE) sector
with around 40% of power
generation coming from RE.
While the transmission and
distribution losses have come
down slightly, the frequency
of power is being maintained
close to 50 Hz, which reflects
high efficiency. However, the
power sector has a long way to
go when it comes to streng-
thening its network and mak-
ing uninterrupted power sup-
ply as well as safety a reality
for the State’s consumers.
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